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Flowchart for Chapter 500 Standards, Stormwater Management Law 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Other standards may apply to your project if it includes any of the following. 

 

 
Will your project disturb one 

acre or more of area? 

In addition to disturbing an acre or more, will your 
project result in any of the following? 

 
 20,000 square feet or more of impervious area or 5 acres 

or more of developed area in the watershed of a lake most 
at risk or urban impaired stream (See Chapter 502 for lists 
of impaired and most at risk waterbodies) 

 
 One acre or more of impervious area or five acres or more 

of developed area in any other watershed  

Will your project result in 3 acres or more of 
impervious area, 20 acres or more of developed 
area, does it meet the definition of a subdivision 

in 38 M.R.S.A. § 482(5), or is it already 
regulated as a Site Law project? 

No 
stormwater 

permits 
required. 

STOP 

Yes 

Yes

No 

No 

No 

Yes 

Stormwater Management Permit.  
(Basic standards and general 

standards apply) 
See Sections 4(A) and (B)   

Stormwater  
Permit by Rule 

(Basic standards apply) 
See Section 4(A)

Easements 
and 

Covenants 
See Section 

4(E) 

Discharge to 
freshwater or 

coastal wetlands 
See Section 5(B) 

Threatened or 
endangered 

species.  
See Section 

5(C)

Additional 
controls.  

See Section 
5(D) 

Site Location of Development 
permit. 

( Basic standards, general standards, 
and the flooding standard apply) 

 See Sections 4(A), (B) and (D), and 
see below.   

START HERE 

Is your project located in the watershed of 
an urban impaired stream identified in 

Chapter 502? 

Yes

No additional stormwater 
standards apply except as 

described below. 

The urban impaired stream 
standard applies in addition 

to other applicable 
standards. See Section 4(C) 

and see below.

Discharge to a 
public storm 

sewer system. 
See Section 

5(E)

Management of 
stormwater 
discharges.  

See Section 5(A) 

No 


